A new era. Healing the injuries we have inflicted on our planet.
The health of the earth is essential for the well-being of every living creature on the planet; however, our plundering industrial economy has disrupted the earth's biosystems. Such neglect can no longer be accepted. Medicine is in the same situation as the entire range of human activities: All must find a way to exist in harmony with the natural world. We have been so caught up in our scientific capacity to alter the natural world that we have ignored its most basic structure. We must, therefore, enter a new era-the "Ecozoic" era, a period when humans would live on the earth in a mutually enhancing manner. This transition will require changes at a most profound level in human activity. Three principles form the basis for the Ecozoic era: Humans must recognize the universe as a communion of subjects, not a collection of objects. The earth is primary; humans are derivative. The planet will never again function as it has in the past. To enter the Ecozoic era, humans need sciences that create a new way of understanding the natural world as possessing its own unique spontaneities. Especially needed are biological sciences that have a "feel for the organism." This move from anthropology to "earthology" and cosmology is a comprehensive challenge to all our professions.